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Science…or politics?
These days we hear many people express
the proud conviction that they believe in
science. Often, we hear similar expressions
relating to a belief in science as
contrasted with belief in sacred scripture.
But for most, this prejudice is not actually
based on science, but on politics.

Beginning in the 1600’s with the
awakening of scientific exploration (Isaac
Newton et al), a number of adherents
began to discount miracles. They said
(out of their new-found understanding)
that miracles couldn’t possibly exist…so
consequently, miracles were just literary
devices used by those in power to control
the masses. Myths from the Greeks and
Romans followed this model, and
consequently, sacred scripture was no
different. But this opinion has a much
earlier origin.

Marsilius of Padua (born 1270) was a
former medical student and political
figure. He surmised that all religion was
merely a device for controlling masses of
people and taught this theory to all who
would listen. His position was that
(essentially) a political leader could much
more easily accomplish his objectives if
religion was a tool of the state, which
could be used to sway the masses in
adherence to whatever action was
desired. While he relates some of his
theory to Aristotle, he leaves out Aristotle’s
concept of soul and duty and places
political ambition as the highest goal. In
this Marsilius reflected much of the same
thoughts as the Arabic philosopher
Averroes (of the same era), who
advocated religion as a tool for political
control.

Kerygma

http://www.stmalachychurch.org/live?fbclid=IwAR1CM0Pp3psUF7lekgQ-h4967zkNBFvkEWPjNhp9tDUh_ObEB4GsQZxQA3o
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Genealogy
About twenty years ago, with the advent
of the internet, I became really interested
in genealogy. In fact, I spent three
sleepless nights researching my father’s
family line. My distant ancestor came to
Boston in 1635 and was among the first
party of pioneers from Massachusetts to
establish the city of Hartford, on the
Connecticut River (1640). Paul Peck’s
name is on the obelisk (with other
founders) in the “ancient burial ground” in
downtown Hartford.

As I researched more ancestors and did
the same for my mother’s family and my
wife’s, I came to realize how small acts
came to effect future generations. My
great-great-grandfather built a sawmill in
central Illinois on Prairie Creek, north of
Springfield and produced lumber that was
used to construct the Logan County
Courthouse. About a century later Henry
Ford purchased this old courthouse and
had it disassembled and reassembled in
Greenfield Village.

My father, was raised on a farm in Missouri,
and lost his left leg in an accident with a
plow when he was only twelve. He nearly
died twice…first (immediately afterward)
from loss of blood, and a second time (two
weeks later) from blood poisoning from the
infection. Ultimately, he moved to Detroit
during the Second World War after being
refused at the draft board. He even tried
the paratroopers, saying that he only
needed two legs if he made it to the
ground.

As I researched and learned about every
one of my ancestors, I realized how each
was unique and how each influenced all
around them. Which brings me to the
issue of how some people have no
objection to abortion. Which ancestor
would they delete? Which family line
would they snuff out? Each life is beautiful,
unique …and sacred.

- Gordon Peck

.

A later proponent of this same way of
thinking was Niccolò Machiavelli, who
lived about 150 years after Marsilius. His
best-known treatise, entitled the Prince,
was not written for public audiences, but
for the nobility of his time. It also
advocates for the use of religion as a tool
for monarchs to control the illiterate
masses under his political control.

His influence was considerable, and in
some ways helped set the stage for the
Protestant reformation (or revolution).
National churches under the political
control of monarchs became more
common throughout Europe after the
early 1500s. Perhaps the most obvious
example of this is the Church of England,
which identified Henry VIII as the head of
the church. In this move, politics became
the mission of the church. This idea of “the
divine right of kings” does not come from
scripture but from the politics of the time.

In the period of time, not long after Henry
VIII, the chaplains of King James I would
debate Robert Cardinal Bellarmine in the
Vatican about these issues…and it is
notable that the scriptures, as these :loyal”
Englishmen understood them was
renamed the King James Bible. It is also
notable that Thomas Jefferson when he
was selected to draft the Declaration of
Independence, chose to quote Bellarmine
regarding “inalienable rights” in his
struggle against the oppression of the
King.

Many who express a lack of regard for
sacred scriptures are totally unaware of
these events when they use “science” as
a vehicle to describe the reasons for their
belief. If they really meant “science”,
then they would be pro-life, and would
understand that the “Big Bang”, means
there is a Creator. We need to be ready
to successfully defend the faith…and
perhaps save those who have been so
poorly misled…usually as a result of ..……
(you guessed it)…politics.

- Gordon Peck
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S U G G E S T E D    R E A D I N G

Politicizing the Bible
by Hahn / Wiker
Crossroads Publishers                       
2013

Life of Christ
by Fulton Sheen
1954
Martino Publishers 2016

The Everlasting Man
by G. K. Chesterton
1925
Ignatius Press 1993

Decline and Fall of                
Sacred Scripture
By Hahn / Wiker
Emmaus Road
2021

Thomas Aquinas,                 
Spiritual Master
Robert Barron
Word on Fire, 2008

The Fulfillment of all Desire
Ralph Martin
Emmaus Road
2006

How Christianity Saved 
Civilization & Must Do So 
Again – Mike Aquilina
Ignatius Press 2018
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An Adult Faith Enrichment Program
LIVE at Saint Malachy Church (Gather Space) 

Thursday, March 10 – 7:00 pm

Repeats on ZOOM – Monday March 14 – 7:00 pm
Contact: gpeck@stmalachychurch.org for links and more info  

mailto:gpeck@stmalachychurch.org
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Saint Malachy:
Web Site-
http://www.saintmalachychurch.org/
And Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/StMalachyChurch/

Cable Television:
EWTN (Eternal Word Television Network)
Livestreamed via Internet, or
ATT U-Verse Channel 562
WOW Channel 44
Comcast/Xfinity 393

EWTN Website:  https://www.ewtn.com/
EWTN can be downloaded to your computer, phone, 
or TV (free channel)
Videos On-Demand
https://video.ewtn.com/
Religious Catalogue for Books, Videos. Devotional 
Items, other:
https://www.ewtnreligiouscatalogue.com/

Archdiocese of Detroit:
https://www.aod.org/
Detroit Catholic Daily News
https://detroitcatholic.com/

Shalom World TV
https://www.shalomworld.org

Ave Maria Radio
https://avemariaradio.net/
Download live or recorded programs

United States Council of Catholic bishops
Policy, Bible (Scriptures) and More
http://www.usccb.org/
Download daily scripture to your phone.  Appears 
around 6:30 am every morning
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/

Word on Fire (bishop Robert Barron)
Daily Readings and Reflection; Books and Videos
https://www.wordonfire.org/

Dynamic Catholic (Matthew Kelly)
Sign up for “Best Lent Ever” daily messages and 
reflections
https://dynamiccatholic.com/

CATHOLIC RESOURCES

Be kind to one another,
Check up on your friends and family,
Give your fellow parishioners a call,
Share the Truth of the Gospel,
Share this Newsletter with them.

Christ is counting on us

My Lord Jesus Christ, 
Thou hast made this journey 
to die for me 
with love unutterable, 
and I have so many times 
Unworthily abandoned Thee; 
but now I love Thee 
with my whole heart, 
And because I love Thee 
I repent sincerely for 
having ever offended Thee. 
Pardon me, my God, 
and permit me to accompany              
Thee on this journey. 
Thou goest to die for love of me; 
I wish also,
my beloved Redeemer, 
to die for love of Thee. 
My Jesus, 
I will live and die 
always united to Thee.

Amen
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